
 

150 YEARS YOUNG, Canada 150’s youth-led Signature project, seeks to mobilize youth 
to see themselves as active agents of change.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - MONTRÉAL, QUEBEC, OCTOBER 13, 2016

Apathy is Boring is excited to announce the 150 Years Young project, a national Signature 
project of Canada 150 made possible by the Government of Canada, VIA Rail Canada and 
the R. Howard Webster Foundation. As part of this launch, MP Peter Schiefke, 
Parliamentary Secretary to Trudeau (Youth) will be addressing Apathy is Boring community 
members and key stakeholders at a private event this evening.  

”Thanks to the pan-Canadian Signature project 150 Years Young, Canadians can 
discover the country’s diversity through the eyes of young people. The 150th anniversary 
of Confederation is an excellent opportunity for the next generation to share their 
optimistic outlook and show their engagement to our country. In 2017, choose your 
cause and speak from your heart!” The Honourable Mélanie Joly, Minister of Canadian 
Heritage

From the end of 2016 through 2017, the 150 Years Young Project will acknowledge and 
feature millennials’ diverse contributions and mobilize their potential through creative 
installations including an online photo and storytelling campaign and outdoor city projections. 
Apathy is Boring will work alongside key community partners, like Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
Engineers Without Borders, The Canadian Red Cross, iHuman Youth Society, MassivArt 
and The National Association of Friendship Centres, as well as 12 city ambassadors to 
reshape the narrative on youth engagement in Canada. The five cities being represented in this 
project are: Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Edmonton, and Vancouver. 

The Montreal ambassadors are Bryan Salazar, Sadia Rafiquddin and Natasha Comeau. 
Toronto is being represented by Elijah Monroe Williams, Aalim Rattansi, and Danielle 
Lenarcic Biss, while Ottawa’s ambassadors are Jennifer Sutton and Rebecca Klaassen. 
Gargi Elizabeth Chatterjee and Kyla Pascal are representing Edmonton. Vancouver’s city 
ambassadors are Synthia Jahan and Tara Mahoney. City ambassadors will be working locally 
to tell the stories of conventional and unconventional ways they and their peers are shaping 
communities across the country. Vancouver’s city ambassadors are also working with 30 SFU 
students via the Creative Publics Lab to incorporate the 150 Years Young project into 
undergraduate course curriculum.

From October 2016 to March 2017, photos and stories will be collected by the city 
ambassadors and through participatory online channels. Following this stage of the project, from 
April through July 2017, outdoor projection events in Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Edmonton 
and Vancouver will take place and online distribution of the 150 years young content will be 
ongoing. 



 “Our participation in this initiative shows our commitment to celebrating Canada 
while also supporting those who are responsible for its future. We are happy to offer the 
youth participating in this program an environmentally friendly mode of transportation 
that will allow them to stay connected from the comfort of their seat and fight the greatest 
threat to Canada’s future: climate change.” Mr. Yves Desjardins Siciliano, President 
and CEO of Via Rail Canada

“The aim of the project is to mobilize young Canadians, by creating space in which they 
see themselves as active agents of change. We want to build a resilient country where 
youth are empowered to tackle the challenges they face” - Caro Loutfi, Executive 
Director of Apathy is Boring. 

For more information please visit 150yearsyoung.com or apathyisboring.com
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